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Inaugural Session 

‘G-tech the tool to build India of the future’

   

The inaugura l session of the three-day India Geospa t ia l Forum, being held a t 
the Apparel House in Gurgaon dur ing February 7-9, 2012, brought for th the 
sign ificance of geospa t ia l t echnology in shaping up the fu ture of the na t ion . The 
Forum turned out to be ext remely successfu l with tota l number of 1162 
delega tes in a t tendance. In addit ion , land administ ra t ion depar tment from 14 
Indian sta tes and surveying organisa t ions from 15 Indian sta tes par t icipa ted in 
the Forum. Sight ing numerous examples of how the technology can be used in 
var ious fields to speed up the count ry’s growth , the speakers a t the session set 
the tone for the rest of the day, which saw geospatial experts and users converge 
a t the venue to lea rn about the la test happenings in the field of geospa t ia l 
technology.  

Addressing the ga ther ing in h is welcome address, Dr . M P Narayanan , 
Chairman, Geospa t ia l Media & Communica t ions sa id tha t a lthough the count ry 
has witnessed a lot of development in the field of geospa t ia l t echnologies dur ing 
the recent past, there was still plenty of scope for development. “We have come a 
long way with regards to the applica t ion of geospa t ia l t echnologies. But , we 
must acknowledge tha t we a re present ly just touching fr inges of it s poten t ia l.”
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Anil Kumar Sinha , Vice Chair , Bihar 
State Disaster Management Authority, 
Government of Bihar sa id tha t any 
major disaster tha t st r ikes a count ry 
lends a sign ificant blow to the GDP 
and thus it a ffects the process of 
susta inable development . “The most 
impor tan t aspect is how can geospa t ia l 
t echnology help mit iga te the effect of 
disasters,” he sa id. 

 

Alok Per th i, Secreta ry, Minist ry of 
Coal, Government of India gave a 

comprehensive overview of the mining sector in the count ry and expla ined how 
geospa t ia l t echnology can be effect ively used to evolve new ways of explora t ion 
and thus increase product ion . He sa id tha t a lthough the count ry has increased 
it s dr illing capacity sign ificant ly over the past few years, it was not enough and 
there is need to use modern techniques to ensure mining in a susta inable 
manner . “Geospa t ia l t echnology has a very impor tan t role to play in th is a rea as 
it can be used to loca te minera ls below the earth.” Cit ing the example of cities 
like J har ia in the Indian sta te of J harkhand where uncont rolled mining has led 
to underground fires dur ing the last few decades, he sa id tha t geospa t ia l 
t echnology is a tool tha t can be used to ident ify the a reas a ffected and thus help 
douse the fires.   

Fur ther , he sa id tha t when ta lking of mining and susta inable growth , the most 
impor tan t issue is tha t of recla iming land tha t has been a ffected by mining. 
“One of the most sign ificant a reas where geospa t ia l t echnology can be used is to 
monitor reclamat ion and to make sure tha t it is actua lly proceeding as per the 
plan.” He concluded h is presenta t ion by saying tha t geospa t ia l t echnology can 
play a major role in all the three aspects of the industry, which include 
exploration, mining and closure.   

Subsequently, KK Singh , Chairman & Managing Director of Rolta India Ltd 
shared h is exper ience of being associa ted with the technology for so long and 
how it had t ransformed in to a t echnology tha t can shape the fu ture of the 
country.   

“Over the last decade, the applica t ion of geospa t ia l t echnology has increased 
exponent ia lly. It has become the fundamenta l tool for ach ieving susta inable 
growth and it is for th is reason tha t every progressive na t ion has a forward 
looking GIS policy,” he sa id. Shar ing h is exper ience of being associa ted with the 
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with th is t echnology for the past 30 years, I feel very excited about the prospect 
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informati
implement ing forward looking policies, he sa id, “It makes me feel good tha t in 
recen t pas
implementa t ion of geospa t ia l t echnology in var ious programmes, providing an 
opportunity for the 
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sa id tha t the count ry’s rapid progress demanded robust in format ion and 
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Plenary Panels 

Reinvent to stay relevant 

Geospa t ia l t echnology can play a sign ificant role in managing na t iona l 
development programmes. The plenary panel session , Managing Nat iona l 
Development Programmes through Geo-ICT, on the inaugura l day of India 
Geospa t ia l Forum, being organised here by Geospa t ia l Media and 
Communica t ions, h ighlighted instances of th is role and a lso delibera ted. 

 

Dr. RC Sethi, Additional Registrar General, Office of the Registrar General & 
Census Commissioner , India informed the audience about the use of GIS in 
its activities to fulfill the objective of ‘no omission, no duplication.’ The Office 
is incorporating digitised boundary of more than 6 lakh villages, maps of 
8000 towns upto ward level, notional maps upto street and house level and 
satellite based digital maps of 33 capital cities upto street and building level.  

 

Kaushik Chakraborty, Country Head, India and SAARC, Intergraph SG&I 
India Pvt Ltd, elaborated on the benefits of Geo-ICT in national development. 
According to h im, governments, be it loca l, regiona l, or cen t ra l level, a re 
under increased pressure to provide sa fe infrast ructure, increase 
t ransparency in decision making, improve public services and offer services 
a t lower cost s due to budget const ra in t s. It is geospa t ia lly in tegra ted 
solu t ions tha t can help them address these issues. Geospa t ia l in format ion 
has a role to play in ensur ing safety of cit ies too. Kaushik st ressed tha t 
reliable, in tegra ted geospa t ia l applica t ions a re needed to t ransform vast 

Guest Address: 

The session sta ted with a guest address by Kather ine Sandford, General 
Manager , Geospa t ia l Division , Tr imble. She presented an indust ry 
perspect ive on geospa t ia l t echnology in her guest address. Ta lking about 
evolution of geospatial data, Katherine observed that geospatial data has 
evolved from paper maps, to GIS and now toward 3D vir tua l models of 
our wor ld. Never before has geospa t ia l informat ion been accessed by so 
many people, th rough pla t forms like socia l media . Smar t phone has 
made it s users surveyors, in the sense of crea t ing geospa t ia l in format ion 
tha t can be accessed by others. In tegra ted technologies tha t can collect 
216 billion da ta poin t s per hour will begin to commodit ise posit ion ing. 
All these factors a re necessita t ing change in approach towards 
geospatial data.  
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amounts of da ta in to in telligent in format ion and promote in teroperability. 

 
Manish Choudhary, MD, Pitney Bowes Software India expressed tha t while 
GIS holds tremendous potential for governance programmes, its use is still in 
fr inges. The main reason for th is according to h im is tha t it s implementa t ion 
is very t radit iona l tha t needs to be reinvented to main ta in it s relevance. The 
road ahead for GeoICT according to h im includes convergence (the 
in tegra t ion of GIS with other aspects like workflow management , BI tools, 
logist ics and market ana lysis), neogeography (user -genera ted geographic 
content), crowdsourcing and cloud. 

The Indian geospa t ia l ecosystem can do with cer ta in reforms in order to fu lly 
rea lise the benefit s of geospa t ia l t echnology towards governance. Prof Arup 
Dasgupta, Managing Editor , Geospa t ia l Wor ld, ana lysed India ’s geospa t ia l 
t ra jectory and observed tha t the key cha llenges facing the Indian geospa t ia l 
indust ry are unwillingness to share da ta , inadequate human resources, and 
the need to a lign da ta policies to t echnologica l advances. He a lso made 
certain recommendat ions with regard to the da ta policies. Some 
recommendations for the Map Policy included making the Open Series Maps 
completely unrestricted; providing slope and aspect maps derived from 
height information; charging royalty on map reuse through value addition 
but not demanding IP rights and base map series having lower positional 
accuracy for thematic mapping. Prof. Dasgupta also asserted that where 
public private partnership is concerned, that the government lays great 
emphasis on, efforts should be there towards promoting volunteered 
geographic information as a source of data and firming up the participation 
of private industry by taking their role beyond services and contracts. He 
concluded that Indian problems are unique and require unique Indian 
solu t ions and tha t the induct ion of geospa t ia l technology is an urgent 
necessity.   
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Stalwarts envisage industry’s dimensions, directions 

In the financia l yea r 2010-11, 
Nat iona l Remote Sensing 
Cent re (NRSC), India , 
surpassed it s sa les t a rget . In 
the near fu ture, the Cent re is 
set to launch two polar 
sa tellit es RISAT-1 and SARAL 
and two geosta t ionary 
sa tellit es INSAT-3D, GISAT. 
Amongst these four sa tellit es, 
GISAT will be launched in 
2013. However , the remain ing 
three sa tellit es will be 
launched in 2012, according to 

Dr . V K Dadhwal, Director , NRSC, India . Dr . Dadhwal was addressing the 
Plenary Panel, Dimensions & Direct ions of Geospa t ia l Technology. About 
Resourcesat-2, which was launched in 2011, he sa id tha t it improved 
radiomet r ic qua lity, enhanced or tho-rect ifica t ion using Car toDEM, improved 
geo-location accuracy and automated LISS-4 MX registration.   

Offer ing indust ry perspect ive, Rajesh Mathur, Vice Chairman, Esr i India , 
highlighted a market report by Gartner which rated cloud as the technology 
highly appreciated by the industry. Elaborating on the untapped potential of 
cloud, he stressed that the market for cloud will touch USD 118 billion by 
2014 and by 2020 it will reach USD 241 billion, according to Forrester. 
Mathur elaborated on PaaS (platform as a service, example GMail), SaaS 
(software as a service, example Windows Azure) and IaaS (infrastructure as a 
service, example Amazon). Addressing secur ity concerns, he expla ined the 
differences between pr iva te and public cloud.  He a lso expla ined how Esr i’s 
t echnology can a id geospa t ia l indust ry to maximise ROI using cloud.

  

Another indust ry representa t ion was by Jean-Bapt iste Monnier , Senior Vice 
President , Bent ley Asia Opera t ions. He sta ted tha t there is on ly th ing 
common between India and China and tha t is the 12th Five Year P lan which 
both the count r ies are set to in t roduce. From the indust ry poin t of view and 
especia lly for a company like Bent ley, the USP of the plan is the 
approximately t r illion dolla r investment in infrast ructure. Cit ing the 
example of Crossra il project , Monnier expla ined how Bent ley technology can 
help develop futuristic infrastructure.   
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Prof J osef St robl, Director , University of 
Sa lzburg, Aust r ia , touched upon var ious 
fu tur ist ic t echnology t rends and observed tha t 
if sensor on one hand is da ta source, cloud is 
facilit a tor for rea l t ime geography. Showcasing 
an example of rea l-t ime geography, he sta ted 
tha t a t a Census Depar tment conducts census 
after an interval of 10 years but using sensors it 

t akes only about 15 minutes. He showcased a picture of a un iversity campus 
dur ing college hour (der ived from sensor da ta ), which showed students’ 
density on the campus. He used the term ‘in-volunteer geographic 
informat ion’ for the informat ion ga thered by sensors. He st ressed tha t 
sensors can be anything including people.   

Big data holds tremendous opportunities 

 

Enterpr ise Resource 
Planning for 
Infrast ructure and 
Ut ilit ies was the theme 
for the last plenary panel 
of the day. While 
inaugura t ing the panel, 
Lt Gen AKS Chandele 
(retd) ta lked about how 
the infrast ructure is 
going to play an 
impor tan t role in the 
development of the 
country.   

The fir st speaker of the panel was Dr BVR Mohan Reddy, Chairman and 
Managing Director , Infotech Enterpr ises, India , who spoke about the 
impor tance of geospa t ia l dimension in u t ilit ies. “The only way to loca te 
u t ilit ies is by finding out about the geo-posit ion ing of it s asset s.” He then 
ta lked about the need to in tegra te GIS with ERP (en terpr ise resource 
planning). “Spat ia l dimension becomes ext remely impor tan t in ERP in 
u t ility companies. There a re va r ious benefit s of ERP-GIS in tegra t ion like it 
helps in reducing duplica t ion of da ta , or improve ability to consisten t ly 
achieve service levels.” Speaking about the future technology trends, he said, 
“Companies will face ‘big da ta ’ problems in fu ture but there a re t remendous 
opportunities. We can get business in telligence from tha t da ta ,” adding, 
“Smar t gr id and socia l networking will play a major role in fu ture, while 
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cloud will help reduce investment in infrastructure.”   

Ramamur thy Kollur i, Vice-President Networks, Bhar t i Air tel, India , spoke 
about how the company successfu lly incorpora ted geospa t ia l technology in 
it s day-to-day act ivit ies. Expla in ing the r easons tha t led to the incorpora t ion 
of GIS in the company, Kollur i sa id, “We had to be quicker than the 
compet it ion .” He then spoke about the cha llenges involved in the process. 
“Tradit iona lly, wor ld over , companies have main ta ined separa te systems for 
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crux of the smar t business.” He spoke in length about the need to integrate 
network infrastructure and information infrastructure.    

The last speaker of the evening was Sanjeev Gupta , CEO, Rura l 
Elect r ifica t ion Corpora t ion Subsidia ry Ltd., India . Ta lking about the need to 
set up big infrast ructure st ructure, he sa id, “Twenty fir st cen tury demands 
cannot be met with traditional means.” He then talked about the importance 
in today’s power sector . “Technology in th is a rea will be a game changer ,” he 
said.   

The panel ended with an in teract ive quest ion-answer session . One of the 
in terest ing poin t s ra ised by Dr Reddy dur ing the session was the need for 
defence sector to st r ike a ba lance between cost and technology. “The cost of 
doing business with defence is very h igh . I ca ll th is T1L1 factor , tha t is, they 
want the best technology at lowest cost,” he said. 
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Land Resources informed the gathering about some of the ongoing programmes 
a t DoLR. Naming the Computer isa t ion of Land Records and Modern isa t ion of 
Land Records programmes, he informed tha t there was rapid progress in the 
direct ion with some sta tes having stopped the use of manual recording 
a ltogether while others pu t t ing their records online. He a lso ta lked about the 
Nat iona l Land Records Management Programme (NLRMP), which a ims to 
modern ise and build up an in tegra ted land records management system with 
the help of modern technologies. He concluded by saying tha t the minist ry 
plans to setup a Nat iona l Inst itu te for Land Management (NILM) tha t will 
work to build capacity in the a rea and educa te sta tes on evolving policy level 
guidelines.  

J ohn Whitehead gave an in terest ing presenta t ion on how st ra tegies 
implemented by var ious count r ies can be applied in India . Cit ing the example 
of China , he informed tha t a lthough the count ry lacks a parcel-based land 
cadast re, it is ready to roll ou t land t it les as a resu lt of it s massive geodet ic 
infrastructure investment.   

U N Mishra , Director , Geodet ic & Research Branch , Survey of India expla ined 
the sign ificance of a da tum and coordinate system to per form surveying and 
mapping and a lso informed about the complet ion of the fir st phase of the 
ground control point library.   

P V Rajasekhar, Director, Survey of India explained the significance of capacity 
building in h is presenta t ion t it led Lega l Cadast re: Tra in ing. According to h im, 
some of the aspects tha t need to be considered in surveying a re reference 
system, support in surveying, instruments and resources.   

Representa t ives from the indust ry a lso shared their perspect ive on how 
geospa t ia l t echnology can become an effect ive tool for land management in the 
count ry and a lso shared severa l examples of how other count r ies a round the 
world have successfully employed latest technologies in this area.  

Symposium: Integrated Coastal Zone Management  

The symposium on In tegra ted Coasta l Zone Management saw exper t s discuss 
var ious issues such as the la test advances and innovat ive ideas in the field of 
hazard management , which help in the process of proper management of the 
country’s coastal resources. Some of the major technological developments that were 
discussed dur ing the day-long symposium included a irborne & LiDAR mapping, 
inundat ion modelling, h igh-resolu t ion stereo sa tellit e photogrammetry da ta 
processing and stereo data acquisition by digital aerial photography.  
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The symposium witnessed the presenta t ions by B. Bernard, Imaging Scien t ist , ITT, 
USA Brad Skelton , CTO, In tergraph , USA, Inder Cla ire, Director , GeoEye, India , 
Wolfgang Aleithe, Sr . Technica l Head, Tr idex Solu t ion Germany  in the session 
Photogrammetry & Data Processing  

The session on LiDAR and Mobile Mapping was discussed by David Collison , 
Regiona l Sa les Manager , Optech , Aust ra lia , Pankaj Gupta , Head Ut ilit ies (APAC 
Region), Tr imble, India , Hannu Korpela , Sa les Manager , Ter rasolid, F in land, R. M. 
Vashisth, Co-founder & CEO, Tridex Solutions, USA  

Session on Modelling &Enterpr ise Solu t ion saw presentsa t ions on var ious aspects 
by Seema J oshi, Head – PTG, Esr i India , India , Dr . Ravi Kumar , DVS, IIC 
Technologies, India , Sa thya Prasad, Pract ice Head - GeoSpat ia l Technologies, Tata 
Consultancy Services, India and Sundar Ram, Vice President , Technology Sa les 
Consulting, Asia Pacific, Oracle Corporation, India  

Sessions 
India Geospa t ia l Forum hosted Sessions on var ied themes. These sessions were 
aimed to give members of the geospatial community an opportunity to showcase their 
work through paper and poster presenta t ions. The proposed focus a reas for t echnica l 
sessions were: 

 

NRDMS 

 

Remote Sensing and Image Processing 

 

Cloud Computing 

 

3D Modelling 

 

Web Services and Open Source 

 

Planning & Development 

 

Utility 

 

Surveying, Mapping and LiDAR 

 

LBS & Emerging Trends 

 

Capacity Building Round Table      
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Vertical Conferences 

Geo-Infra 2012: focuses on intelligent infrastructure 

 

The focus of Geo-Infra 2012 was on building susta inable and green infrast ructure. 
The session saw a mix of people from industry, government and user communities.

  

Inaugural Session: Speaking about the negligence of urban t ranspor t over the 
years, B I Singa l, Director Genera l, Inst itu te of Urban Transpor t , sa id, “It was 
only in the 11th Five Year P lan tha t u rbanisa t ion was accepted as a na tura l 
outcome of development,” adding, “While Kolkata Metro took off after 11th plan, it 
was only a fter Delh i Met ro’s success tha t more and more cit ies opted for met ro.” 
He a lso suggested improving bus services and encouraging public-private 
partnership for major infrastructural projects.   

Geoff Zeiss, Indust ry Programme Director , Ut ilit ies AEC – Autodesk, Canada, 
spoke about the ‘Digita l in frast ructure for smar t cit ies.’ Speaking about the fu ture 
of urbanisa t ion , he sa id, “People want urbanisa t ion to happen as it is direct ly 
related to GDP,” adding, “There are plans to build five new cit ies in Saudi Arabia; 
and seven new cit ies between Delhi and Mumbai.” He also talked about the 
growing importance of green building and clean energy. He suggested 
incorporat ing gaming technology with engineering to develop models of 
infrastructure projects for better understanding of the complexities involved in the 
task.”    

Ra jan Aiyer , Managing Director , Tr imble, India , in t roduced audience to the 
impor tance and cha llenges of infrast ructure in today’s environment . “The growing 
demands of in frast ructure have to be met in a susta inable way without dest roying 
environment , economy and society,” he sa id. He ta lked about how geospa t ia l da ta 
has evolved from paper maps to 3D virtual maps.  
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Session: Building susta inable infrast ructure: Ta lking about urban explosion in 
terms of population growth rate, Dr Anjana Vyas, Dean, CEPT, India, said, “By 
2040, it is estimated that there will be equal distribution of urban and rural 
population.” She also listed out challenges that are involved in building 
sustainable infrastructure like transportation, encroachments and so on; and 
talked about the importance of green infrastructure.    

Dr Y. Par i, Head (GeoInformat ics), L&T, India , t a lked about the impor tance of 
public t ransit system. Defin ing susta inable const ruct ion , he sa id, “It is an 
a t t itude, a specia l way of th inking tha t runs a long with specific t echnology.” He 
a lso spoke about the concept of green buildings and their benefit s. 

 

Meanwhile, Milin D’Silva and Vinod Oommen Ninan from Rolta India , in t roduced 
audience to the concept of geospa t ia l fusion , “Geospa t ia l fusion involves 
in tegra t ion and collabora t ion ,” sa id D’Silva . They then ta lked about GIS’ 
relevance in asset management , benefit s of in tegra ted asset management system 
with geospatial technology.    

Session: Role of geospa t ia l t echnologies in roads and h ighways: S K Popli, Team 
Leader , Road Safety, RITES, India , in t roduced audience to the implementa t ion of 
an effect ive sa fety management system. Speaking about GIS based referencing 
and ana lysis system, he sa id, “It enhances the capability of engineers to conduct 
problem ident ifica t ion and countermeasure eva lua t ion studies.”

  

Atul Kumar, Chief Genera l Manager (P&IS), NHAI, India , t a lked about na t iona l 
highways in India and the importance of imagery in carrying out road-related 
project s. “High resolu t ion sa tellit e imagery can be used for exact ly determining 
the current status of projects, evaluating the progress of work, etc. GIS and 
satellite technology can be used for building design of highways, road asset 
management, planning of projects etc.,” he said.    

Samit ran Sen , Execut ive Director , Consult ing Engineer ing Services, India , spoke 
about RIS (Road Informat ion System) and expla ined the impor tance of GIS-based 
RIS. “GIS based RIS is a way forward. It helps in r ea l-t ime da ta collect ion , and 
automatic data updation.”   

Anuradha Shukla , Transpor t P lanning and Environment , CRRI, India , spoke 
about road t ranspor t in economic growth , and presented severa l case studies to 
explain the importance geospatial technology in road planning like noise mapping, 
pollution profile mapping of Delhi, etc.    

Dr P K Sikdar , President , ICT Online, India , spoke about the benefit s of geotech 
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in h ighways. “GIS can be used throughout the lifecycle of a project . It can be used 
for t ranspor ta t ion planning, const ruct ion management , t ranspor ta t ion sa fety 
analysis, environment management and so on,” he said.    

J uga l Makwana , Globa l Product Manager , Road & Rail, Bent ley India , spoke 
about huge investment in roads and br idges and expla ined the concept of asset 
management . “In order to ensure tha t our asset s a re a lways in a bet ter condit ion , 
we require bet ter a sset management pract ices,” he sa id. He then in t roduced 
audience to Bentley’s Integrated Asset Information Solution.    

Session: Role of geospa t ia l t echnologies in ra ilways, por t s and avia t ion

 

S S Mathur , Genera l Manager -corpora te st ra tegy, CRIS, India , spoke in deta il 
about the need to have in tegra ted GIS system in Nor thern Railways; and how 
ra ilways is proceeding in th is direct ion . Speaking about the cha llenges, he sa id, 
“Building base map of our assets is one of the biggest challenges.”   

Sa t ish S. V., Genera l Manager (Gagan), Airpor t Author ity of India (AAI), spoke 
about the evolu t ion of geospa t ia l t echnology in avia t ion and ta lked about AAI. He 
presented a documentary of GAGAN to h ighlight how the system will enhance 
safety in aviation   

P P Sinha , Deputy Director Genera l, Directora te Genera l of Lighthouses and 
Lightsh ips, India , spoke about e-naviga t ion and how it is enhancing safety in 
mar it ime opera t ions. He however , had a word of caut ion , “e-naviga t ion may help 
in reducing fatigue but should not be used to reduce crew sizes.”   

Mahesh Reddy, Technica l Manager , In tergraph , India , t a lked about ra il 
infrastructure management and spoke about the company’s solutions in the sector. 
He also presented the case study Infrastructure management for London Railway.’ 

 

Session Geospatial technology in urban transport

 

Developing count r ies pose severa l cha llenges for the t ranspor t sector . Speaking 
about these cha llenges, Dr R S Moor thy, Head (Project s), Urban Mass Transit 
Company, India , sa id, “In developing count r ies, ava ilability of da ta is a major 
bot t leneck,” adding, “We require a proper ly developed user -fr iendly informat ion 
system.” He then presented a case-study of Thane t ranspor t system to illust ra te 
how geospa t ia l t echnology can help in the development of an efficien t 
transportation model.   

P K Choudhary, Genera l Manager (MRTS), RITES, India , spoke about the 
in tegra t ion and convergence of geospa t ia l t echnologies and expla ined how 
in tegra t ion of geotech with mainst ream IT has increased the scope of t echnology 
and made it more popular . He a lso ta lked about the impor tance of sensor fusion 
and how data sharing plays an important role in information fusion.  
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Susta inable urban t ranspor t and how geotech can be used to determine viability of 
solu t ions was the focus of presenta t ion by Dr Anvita Arora , CEO, Innovat ive 
Transpor t Solu t ions, India . She presented severa l case studies to illust ra te the use 
of t ech in effect ive planning like ‘City mobility plan for Pa tna’, ‘Deta iled project 
report for Naya Raipur’, and so on.   

Meanwhile, G V Sreeramam, Chief Opera t ions Officer , Geoinfosys Technologies, 
in formed audience about the work they a re doing a long with au thor it ies to build 
bet ter roads in many areas of Ut ta r Pradesh , India . He a lso spoke about the need 
to improve road network in a holistic way.   

Session: Geospatial technology in ITS

  

Ashish Verma , Assistan t Professor , IISC Bangalore, India , in t roduced audience to

 

the public t ranspor t system in Bangalore city. He spoke about the advantages of 
Passenger Informat ion System (PIS) and complexit ies involved in t ransit network. 
Ta lking about the fu ture, he sa id, “We are now t rying to develop a web-based 
t ransit PIS. In fu ture, we will t ry to use GPS to provide rea l-t ime t ranspor ta t ion 
information to public.”  

“Why are we not having a single pla t form for locat ing and t racking vehicles?” 
asked Ashutosh Pande, Managing Director , CSR India , who spoke about the 
technologies in AVL and PIS. He in t roduced audience to var ious types of 
technologies like positioning, communication, mapping, data processing.   

Speaking about Google maps and the impor tance of loca t ion in today’s wor ld, 
Pankaj Khushani, Enterpr ise Head, Google Geospa t ia l Business – Asia , India , 
sa id, “At Google, we t ry to find out what consumers want and then accordingly roll 
out our products. That is one of the major reasons behind the success of Google.”   

While Anand Kumar S.V., Deputy Genera l Manager , Corpora te IT GIS, Reliance 
Energy, India , expla ined how Reliance has successfu lly incorpora ted geospa t ia l 
technology for carrying out its metro project, Alex Chew, Regional Sales Manager –

 

Asia Pacific, Tr imble Geospa t ia l Division , Singapore, in t roduced audience to the 
company’s land mobile mapping systems.  

La ter , a panel discussion was a lso held on the topic, ‘Emerging t rends and the way 
forward for geospatial technology in the infrastructure sector.’     
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Geo-Gov 2012: Enhance governance with g-tech: Forum  

Geospa t ia l t echnology is fast becoming an engine of growth for businesses and is 
poised to become a formidable dr iving force in the globa l as well as Indian 
economy. Today, the Indian government is t rying to br ing e-governance and geo-
Governance together . To showcase the role of geospa t ia l in governance and 
deliberate upon various issues related to it, Geospatial Media and Communications 
in t roduced the ver t ica l conference Geo-Gov as par t of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 

 

In it s inaugura l session on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum, var ious 
luminar ies shared their views on differen t aspects of geo-governance. B B 
Bhattacharya, Member , Nat iona l Disaster Management Author ity, h ighlighted the 
organisation’s initiatives towards equalisation of geospatial data in disaster 
management. He observed that India is one of the most disaster prone countries in 
the world, owing to various hydrometeorological and geopolitical factors. While 
natural hazards cannot be averted, its effects can be mitigated and this is where 
disaster risk management programmes have a very significant role to play. 
Pruning down the level of risk requires science and technology.    

Sanjiv Mit ta l, CEO, Nat iona l Inst itu te of 
Smar t Government , h ighligh ted how the 
organisa t ion is involved with the government 
in enhancing the use of geospa t ia l t echnology 
in the government sector . He h ighlighted the 
instance of a project with the Minist ry of 
Water Resources involving minor ir r iga t ion 

 

surveys. While the surveys with t radit iona l 
methods would take 3-4 years, solut ions 
provided by NISG incorporated GPS 

coordinates, digital photographs and other information at source, and could be 
mapped on GIS, giving considerable efficiency to the entire process. Another 
significant area in which NISG solutions have found implementation is curbing 
malpractices in civil construction projects where progress can be monitored on a 
weekly basis using GIS and GPS.    

Kaushik Chakrabor ty, Count ry Head – India & SAARC, In tergraph SG&I India 
remarked tha t Smar t Governance is about people, processes and technology. One 
big cha llenge according to h im in the pervasiveness of GeoICT is the collabora t ion 
between var ious agencies. To enhance the pervasiveness of GeoICT, he suggested 
having in tegra ted and consisten t da ta set s ra ther than discrete da taset s, 
empowering NSDI and state SDI, and use of more open standards. Another concept 
he proposed was master data management where the base data of the entire nation 
is established once and updated regular ly through efficien t da ta collect ion . 



   
Rakesh Raina
of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 
suggested st reng
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 
than data. 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
base map for var iou
depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 
depar tment , environment depar tment , inv
rural development, irrigation, tribal department. 

Don’t reinvent the wheel, urges panel 

sta tus of Geo
Anoop, who is a lso Project Mana
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

  
Rakesh Raina
of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 
suggested st reng
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 
than data. 

  

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
base map for var iou
depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 
depar tment , environment depar tment , inv
rural development, irrigation, tribal department. 

Don’t reinvent the wheel, urges panel 

sta tus of Geo-
Anoop, who is a lso Project Mana
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

  
Rakesh Raina , Vice President 
of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 
suggested st rengthening the use of GIS in conjunct ion with t radit iona l e
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
base map for var ious act ivit ies. He sa id tha t it is a lmost mandatory for a ll 
depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 
depar tment , environment depar tment , inv
rural development, irrigation, tribal department. 

Don’t reinvent the wheel, urges panel 

-governance in India , on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 
Anoop, who is a lso Project Mana
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

  
, Vice President – Sa les, Esr i India shared h is views on geo

of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 

then ing the use of GIS in conjunct ion with t radit iona l e
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
s act ivit ies. He sa id tha t it is a lmost mandatory for a ll 

depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 
depar tment , environment depar tment , inv
rural development, irrigation, tribal department. 

Don’t reinvent the wheel, urges panel 

governance in India , on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 
Anoop, who is a lso Project Mana
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

  
Sales, Esr i India shared h is views on geo

of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 

then ing the use of GIS in conjunct ion with t radit iona l e
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 

 

One of the most progressive sta tes in India in 
the deployment of geospatial technology in India 
is Gujara t . 
Secreta ry, Depar tment of Science and 
Technology, Government of Gujara t , elabora ted 
on the use of geospa t ia l t echnol
He informed the audience tha t every inch of 
Gujara t has been mapped with survey numbers. 
Village maps of the sta te (a t 1:5000 sca le) have 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
s act ivit ies. He sa id tha t it is a lmost mandatory for a ll 

depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 
depar tment , environment depar tment , investor suppor t system for the indust ry, 
rural development, irrigation, tribal department. 

Don’t reinvent the wheel, urges panel 

 

governance in India , on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 
Anoop, who is a lso Project Manager GIS Development for the sta te, t r aced the 
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

  
Sales, Esr i India shared h is views on geo

of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 

then ing the use of GIS in conjunct ion with t radit iona l e
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 

One of the most progressive sta tes in India in 
the deployment of geospatial technology in India 
is Gujara t . Ravi S. Saxena
Secreta ry, Depar tment of Science and 
Technology, Government of Gujara t , elabora ted 
on the use of geospa t ia l t echnol
He informed the audience tha t every inch of 
Gujara t has been mapped with survey numbers. 
Village maps of the sta te (a t 1:5000 sca le) have 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
s act ivit ies. He sa id tha t it is a lmost mandatory for a ll 

depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 

estor suppor t system for the indust ry, 
rural development, irrigation, tribal department. 

  

“GIS is not for the sake of 
t echnology, hardware, software or 
even applications. GIS is meant for 
common man on st reet . The 
benefit s of the t echnology should 
reach the last mile otherwise it is 
not of much use.” This was the 
asser t ion of 
Secreta ry to Government , 
In format ion Technology & 
Communica t ions Depar tment , 
Government of Andhra Pradesh , 

dur ing the Panel Discussion on the 
governance in India , on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 

ger GIS Development for the sta te, t r aced the 
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

  
Sales, Esr i India shared h is views on geo

of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 

then ing the use of GIS in conjunct ion with t radit iona l e
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 

One of the most progressive sta tes in India in 
the deployment of geospatial technology in India 

Ravi S. Saxena , Addit iona l Chief 
Secreta ry, Depar tment of Science and 
Technology, Government of Gujara t , elabora ted 
on the use of geospa t ia l t echnol
He informed the audience tha t every inch of 
Gujara t has been mapped with survey numbers. 
Village maps of the sta te (a t 1:5000 sca le) have 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
s act ivit ies. He sa id tha t it is a lmost mandatory for a ll 

depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 

estor suppor t system for the indust ry, 

“GIS is not for the sake of 
t echnology, hardware, software or 
even applications. GIS is meant for 
common man on st reet . The 
benefit s of the t echnology should 
reach the last mile otherwise it is 
not of much use.” This was the 
asser t ion of Anoop Singh
Secreta ry to Government , 
In format ion Technology & 
Communica t ions Depar tment , 
Government of Andhra Pradesh , 

dur ing the Panel Discussion on the 
governance in India , on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 

ger GIS Development for the sta te, t r aced the 
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

  

17 

Sales, Esr i India shared h is views on geo-enabling 
of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 

then ing the use of GIS in conjunct ion with t radit iona l e
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 

One of the most progressive sta tes in India in 
the deployment of geospatial technology in India 

, Addit iona l Chief 
Secreta ry, Depar tment of Science and 
Technology, Government of Gujara t , elabora ted 
on the use of geospa t ia l t echnology in the sta te. 
He informed the audience tha t every inch of 
Gujara t has been mapped with survey numbers. 
Village maps of the sta te (a t 1:5000 sca le) have 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
s act ivit ies. He sa id tha t it is a lmost mandatory for a ll 

depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 

estor suppor t system for the indust ry, 

“GIS is not for the sake of 
t echnology, hardware, software or 
even applications. GIS is meant for 
common man on st reet . The 
benefit s of the t echnology should 
reach the last mile otherwise it is 
not of much use.” This was the 

Anoop Singh , Speci
Secreta ry to Government , 
In format ion Technology & 
Communica t ions Depar tment , 
Government of Andhra Pradesh , 

dur ing the Panel Discussion on the 
governance in India , on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 

ger GIS Development for the sta te, t r aced the 
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 

   
enabling 

of governance. He observed tha t while the convergence of geospa t ia l with e-
governance is there in India , it does not have a st rong presence in pract ice. He 

then ing the use of GIS in conjunct ion with t radit iona l e-
governance in frast ructure. He la id par t icu la r emphasis on Sta te GIS for cohesive 
opera t ion , decision making and communica t ion tha t focusses on applica t ion ra ther 

One of the most progressive sta tes in India in 
the deployment of geospatial technology in India 

, Addit iona l Chief 
Secreta ry, Depar tment of Science and 
Technology, Government of Gujara t , elabora ted 

ogy in the sta te. 
He informed the audience tha t every inch of 
Gujara t has been mapped with survey numbers. 
Village maps of the sta te (a t 1:5000 sca le) have 

been super imposed on seamless mosa ic sa tellit e da ta . This layer has been used as 
s act ivit ies. He sa id tha t it is a lmost mandatory for a ll 

depar tments in the sta te to map their asset s on GIS. Some of the successfu l 
applica t ions in the sta te a re in the sectors of u rban development , revenue, forest 

estor suppor t system for the indust ry, 

“GIS is not for the sake of 
t echnology, hardware, software or 
even applications. GIS is meant for 
common man on st reet . The 
benefit s of the t echnology should 
reach the last mile otherwise it is 
not of much use.” This was the 

, Special 
Secreta ry to Government , 
In format ion Technology & 
Communica t ions Depar tment , 
Government of Andhra Pradesh , 

dur ing the Panel Discussion on the 
governance in India , on the second day of India Geospa t ia l Forum. 

ger GIS Development for the sta te, t r aced the 
evolu t ion of geospa t ia l da tabases by var ious depar tment of the sta te and 



   

18  

expressed that it is high time we stopped working in silos and stopped reinventing 
the wheel. He was of the opin ion tha t ‘anyth ing which has anyth ing to do with 
space and spatial location, is GIS based.’ Where the use of geospatial technology in 
governance is concerned, he noted tha t there a re sparks of br illiance but ‘tha t is 
about it .’ One key aspect in promot ing g-governance is convincing the polit ica l 
honchos about the benefit s of the technology. Another is to have like-minded 
people come together and form a forum at national level.   

An instance of use of geospatial technology in governance was highlighted by  
Dr . AP Singh, Deputy Regist ra r Genera l, Office of the Regist ra r Genera l of India , 
Minist ry of Home Affa ir s, Government of India . He informed tha t proper ly 
upda ted geo-da tabase on each administ ra t ive unit a re required before census is 
under taken . Therefore the organisa t ion genera tes geospa t ia l da tabase a t a ll 
levels. He a lso informed tha t a ll the maps a re compiled in to an administ ra t ive 
a t las of India . Manoj J a in , Sa les Director , P itney Bowes Software discussed how 
GIS can be usefu l in governance. He was of the view tha t a lot of in formation 
resides in non-spatial sources but they have geo-coordinates.   

Ravi Gupta , Editor -in-Chief, eGov, observed tha t the indust ry issues tha t were 
preva len t more than a decade ago a re st ill preva len t , which is not a good sign . 
However , there a re signs of hope, he expressed. These include mobile, socia l 
media, and GPS which is easier to deploy than GIS.    

Session: Geo-ICT in agriculture

   

The ver t ica l conference on Geo-Gov dur ing India Geospa t ia l Forum a lso focussed 
on specific sectors. One such sector was agr icu lture which saw severa l eminent 
persona lit ies from the sector discuss var ious aspects rela ted to the use of the 
technology.    

Agricu lture today has remote sensing da ta , sta t ist ics, maps, different survey 
reports, Web, internet, various agencies producing data related to agriculture, 
state reports, district reports, mobile phones – all of which were not there or 
hardly there at the time of Green Revolution, observed Dr. Pr ithvish Nag, Vice 
Chancellor , MG Kashi Vidyapeeth , India . Such an evolu t ion requires h igher skills 
in agr icu ltura l management , and th is is where GeoICT has a role to play. He 
fur ther added tha t th is role is a t two levels – product ion level (providing 
informat ion on what and how much to produce) and a t policy level. 

 

Dr. Vinod Botha le, Director , Maharash t ra Remote Sensing Applica t ion Cent re, 
remarked tha t there is very less land ava ilable for agr icu lture in India , while the 
demand for yield is increasing with growing population. Also, agriculture, which is 
the la rgest source of employment in India , is a lso the slowest growing sector . He 
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said that farmers who understand market trends and market opportunities have a 
better chance of succeeding than those who don’t.   

M. Moni, Deputy Director Genera l, Agr icu ltura l 
Informat ics Division, NIC, asked the audience about 
‘how well do we know farmers,’ and added tha t we 
should have informat ion about the fa rmers and develop 
user fr iendly systems accordingly while ensur ing tha t 
the systems speak the language of fa rmers. He opined 
tha t there is a need for agr icu lture governance system 

and tha t is where GIS has a role to play. The session then witnessed severa l 
applica t ions of the technology in agr icu lture. Dr . Tauqueer Ahmad, Senior 
Scient ist , Indian Agr icu ltura l Sta t ist ics Research Inst itu te demonst ra ted the 
estimation of area under agroforestry using remote sensing and GIS, since 
agroforestry according to him is the need of the hour for farmers for economic 
development. Kaushik Baner jee, Zonal Manager , Stesa lit Ltd informed the 
audience about a solu t ion developed by the company in agr icu lture, on in tegra ted 
pest monitor ing. Darsh Worah , Deputy Manager , Nat iona l Dairy Development 
Board, shared how the organisa t ion is working towards opt imising milk 
procurement route using GIS. According to h im, the Board is est imat ing annua l 
savings of 6 percent through this optimisation.   

Session: G-tech for healthier cities and people

  

The concluding day of India Geospatial Forum, organised here by Geospatial Media 
& Communica t ions, witnessed severa l sessions as par t of the ver t ica l conference 
GeoGov. In the session role of Geo-ICT in Municipa lity, PS Ut ta rwar , Director 
(P lanning), Dwarka Project , Delh i Development Author ity, elabora ted on the 
benefit s of municipa l GIS in managing municipa l t a sks such as proper ty tax, bir th 
and dea th regist ra t ion , socio economic da ta management and holding regist ra t ion , 
adding tha t it links the cor responding da tabase with the geospa t ia l view of the 
cur ren t municipa l a rea . He a lso h ighlighted the inst itu t iona l suppor t required to 
have a fu ll-fledged municipa l GIS a t va r ious administ ra t ive levels. This includes 
incorpora t ing geospa t ia l opera t ions to manage, upda te and main ta in da tabase and 
system (a t municipa lity level); need for a dedica ted team of geospa t ia l personnel to 
u t ilise funds (a t t a luka level); dedica ted funds for geospa t ia l development (a t 
district level), and need for geospatial budget (at state level). Vijay Kumar, Practice 
Director (Geospa t ia l Technology), TCS, st ressed on the need to au tomate the 
complete process from bottom level rather than just focus on GIS. Pritish Bisoyi, 
Senior Consultan t , P itney Bowes Software India st ressed tha t the solu t ions for 
municipa lit ies should have the following three components: loca t ion in telligence, 
da ta enr ichment and cit izen da ta . He a lso informed the audience about the 
solu t ions offered by the company for municipa lit ies, including the da ta product 
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St reet Pro India for select cit ies in India tha t do not have base maps. Shrinivas 
Khandure of Maharash t ra Remote Sensing Applica t ion Cent re informed the 
audience about the pilot municipa l GIS project under taken in Nagpur City. Ishan 
Das, Assistan t Genera l Manager , deta iled about the Urban Proper ty Ownersh ip 
Records project under taken by the company for the government of Karnaka ta 
through a public private partnership model.   

G-tech can enhance hea lth services sign ificant ly.   Geo ICT can efficien t ly be used 
for disease surveillance, ident ifica t ion of h igh r isk a reas for prompt t rea tment ; 
ana lysing spa t io tempora l disease t rends and predict ing fu ture scenar io for prompt 
cont rol; pr ior it ising a reas for in tense/ prompt cont rol act ivity; improving hospita l 
management ; monitor ing toxic spills to protect the hea lth hazard of nearby 
residents; facilit a t ing demographic ana lysis to est imate the demand for var ious 
types of services; market ing pharmaceut ica ls; conduct ing market studies and 
document hea lth care needs of a community; main ta in ing loca t iona l inventor ies of 
hea lth care facilit ies, providers, and vendors and loca t ing the nearest hea lth care 
facility or hea lth care provider on the Web, observed Aruna Sr ivastava and B.N. 
Nagpal of Nat iona l Inst itu te of Malar ia r esearch . Shar ing her vision on the fu ture 
of GIS in hea lth services, Dr . Madhulekha Bhat tacharya , Professor & Head, Dept t 
of Community Health , Act ing Director , Nat iona l Inst itu te of Hea lth & Family 
Welfare sa id the need of the hour is to have a GIS hub a t the dist r ict level with 
mult i sectora l da ta set s, for ana lysing and present ing the da ta to the dist r ict and 
health administrators for use and support functions.   

The day a lso witnessed a session on the role of geo-ICT in forest ry. AK Wahal,

 

Director Genera l, Forest Survey of India , Minist ry of Environment and Forest s, 
Government of India informed the audience about the in it ia t ive of the 
establishment of National Forestry Information System in the country that aims to 
be a decision suppor t system for the planning processes in environment and 
forest ry. The system envisages crea t ion of a node a t FSI tha t would have a ll layers 
of in format ion rela ted to forests in the count ry. Some nodes would a lso be a t sta te 
forestry headquarters, and all the nodes will be linked. The system is set to become 
opera t iona l from the next financia l year . Also in the session, ML Sr ivastava , J oin t 
Director , NFDMC, Forest Survey of India deta iled the la test t echnology 
in tervent ions and in it ia t ives by the organisa t ion using g-tech . Some such 
init ia t ives include na t iona l level mapping for forest type and forest cover , near rea l 
time monitoring of forest fires, coastal zone mapping, natural disaster assessment 
and impact of land use land cover change.      
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Department of 
Information & 
Technology; Government 
of India 

Monitoring System for 
Brahmaputra Basin 
using Microwave 
Remote Sensing  

 
Land Administration  Excise and Prohibition 

Department, Govt of 
Bihar   

Creation of Visual 
MVR (Minimum Value 
Register) using GIS 
maps  

 

Telecommunication  BSNL  Geospatial analysis for 
the deployment of 
rural wireless 
broadband telecom 
services using geo-
information technology  

 

Urban Planning  MRSAC, Nagpur, 
Maharashtra;  

Civic Information 
System  

 

e-Governance  NIC, Tamil Nadu State   Mainstreaming GIS in 
e-governance through 
Web services in TN  

 

Natural Resource 
Management  

Watershed Organisation 
Trust, India  

Use of NRM planning, 
implementation and 
monitoring  

 

Construction  RITES Ltd.  construction of 
Yamuna expressway  

 

Infrastructure & 
engineering  

Reliance Infrastructure 
Ltd  

enterprise-wide GIS 
implementation for 
metro  

 

Rachapudi Kamakshi 
Memorial Gold Medal   

Dr. MB Rajani, Assistant 
Professor, NIIT 
University, India; Mr 
Uttam Kumar, PhD 
student, IISC  

Young Geospatial 
Scientist   
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India Geospatial Leadership awards  

 
The Premier Geospatial State State of Madhya Pradesh 

 
Most popular geospatial data 
portal 

maps.mapmyindia.com 

 

Young geospatial entrepreneur Mr Sudhakar Reddy Arumalla 

 

Capacity buildingand 
professional development 

Dr PS Roy for capacity and professional       
development in geospatial sciences 

 

Corporate leadership Dr BVR Mohan Reddy 

 

Lifetime achievement Sri Rajesh C Mathur 
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Valedictory Panel   

The India Geospa t ia l Forum, held here a t the Epicent re, Apparel House concluded in 
grand style with a panel of exper t s delibera t ing on var ious outcomes of the three-day 
conference. Addressing the ga ther ing, Arun Goel, J oin t Secreta ry, Minist ry of Urban 
Development , u rged the planning commission to make GIS compulsory for every city 
development plan (CDP). He informed that the minist ry was looking a t geo-da ta on a 
very big level in the 12th Five Year P lan and tha t communica t ion gap is the biggest 
challenge facing master planning in the country. He also informed that a large part of 
the funds in each project had been allocated for capacity development.  

Comment ing on Goel’s demand for GIS as the basis for reimbursement of fund for 
every CDP, Dr . Manoj Singh , Advisor (t ranspor t ), P lanning Commission , India , sa id 
tha t it is a good idea and the idea will be put for th in planning commission’s meet ing. 
In his concluding notes, he said that there was a lack of good decision support systems 
in the planning commission and tha t t echnology can help the decision makers t ake 
more informed decisions.  

In h is closing remarks, Sanjay Kumar, CEO, Geospa t ia l Media and Communica t ions, 
revea led tha t ‘Data Shar ing Policy of India ’ is in fina l stage. About the India 
Geospatial Forum, he observed that it had aptly showcased how technology can act as 
a catalyst to solve various issues facing our nation.  

Dr . Siva Kumar , CEO, NSDI, India pa in ted a posit ive picture of the geospa t ia l 
indust ry in India saying tha t there is conducive environment for the growth of the 
indust ry in t erms of government policies and the need of the hour is to bu ild capacity 
in the field. He a lso informed tha t the government was looking a t developing sta te 
SDIs in the 12th Five Year Plan.  
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Geoff Zeiss, Indust ry Programme Director , Autodesk, Canada revea led cer ta in 
sta r t ling figures on how the count ry would require a stagger ing amount of resources 
dur ing the coming few years and tha t t echnology can help fill the exist ing void 
between demand and supply upto a grea t exten t . Ashutosh Pandey, Managing 
Director , CSR India , h in ted tha t the biggest problem facing the wor ld today is of 
ou tda ted technology and the need is to in t roduce technology in a way tha t the 
youngsters a re able to bet ter associa te with it and thus use it for the growth of the 
nation.  

Ear lier in the day, the symposium on In tegra ted Coasta l Zone Management saw 
exper t s discuss var ious issues such as the la test advances and innovat ive ideas in 
the field of hazard management, which help in the process of proper management of 
the count ry’s coasta l resources. Some of the major technologica l developments tha t 
were discussed dur ing the day-long symposium included a irborne & LiDAR 
mapping, inundat ion modelling, h igh-resolu t ion stereo sa tellit e photogrammetry 
data processing and stereo data acquisition by digital aerial photography.  

Organised by Geospa t ia l Media and Communica t ions Pvt Ltd, the India Geospa t ia l 
Forum 2012 was held during February 7-9, 2012.                          
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Exhibition  

958 square meter 
exhibit ion a rea was 
decla red open to the 
delega tes by Dr . Sha ilesh 
Nayak, Secreta ry, 
Minist ry of Ear th 
Sciences, Government of 
India and Saumit ra 
Chaudhur i, Member , 
P lanning Commission , 
Government of India . 36 
companies took par t in 
the exhibit ion . Dur ing 
the three days the 
delega tes took the 

oppor tunity to visit the var ious booths and consulted with the business par tners. The 
exhibit ion was a learn ing exper ience for those who a t tended it and was h igh ly 
successful. The exhibitors at India Geospatial Forum were:  

 

Rolta 

 

GE India 

 

IL&FS 
Environmental 
Infrastructure and 
Services Ltd. 

 

ESRI 

 

Infotech 

 

Intergraph 

 

Autodesk India 

 

Ministry of Earth 
Sciences 

 

Trimble 

 

PCI India 

 

Pitney Bowes 
Software 

 

IIRS 

 

HP 

 

BAE Systems 

 

ASB Systems   

 

Bentley 

 

NIIT University 

 

Hi-Target 

 

RapidEye 

 

China Huace 

 

JIYA INFOTECH 

 

Omnistar 

 

Terrasolid 

 

Groupe SCE 

 

NATMO 

 

Elates 

 

Reprographics India 

 

Geoeye 

 

IIC Technology 

 

RSI Softech 

 

Trimble 

 

Stesalit 

 

GMC 

 

FSI 

 

Janak Positioning 

 

Tridex Solutions  
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